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Definitions 

 

Boycott To stop buying or using 
something as a way of 
protesting 

Civil Rights The legal right for all people to 
be treated equally  

Democracy A system of running the country 
where all adults have the right 
to vote for a government 

Direct Action A form of protest which uses 
actions to make its point 

Election When people choose something 
by voting 

Landlord A person who owns somewhere 
for people to live in, and rents it 
to them 

Migration When people from one country 
move to live in another country 

Petition A formal request by a group of 
people to someone in charge  

Prosecute To take court action against 
someone who broke the law 

Protest To complain about something 

Reform To change something 

Rent Strike To stop paying rent in protest  

Segregation The separation of people based 
on their race 

Suffragettes   People who protested about 
women not being allowed to 
vote 
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Introduction 
 

Today in Britain, we live in a democracy. That means that everyone over the age 

of 18 gets a say in how the country is run by voting in elections. No one is 

excluded from this process because of 

how much money they earn, whether 

they are a man or a women, what 

religion they are, or what colour their 

skin is. However, this hasn’t always 

been the case. Before 1932 less than 

3% of the population was allowed to vote and it wasn’t before 1928 that women 

were allowed to vote on the same terms as men!  It took lots of campaigning 

from many groups of people to achieve the right to vote we all have today. 

However, democracy isn’t all about voting, and people throughout history have 

had their say in politics in a number of different ways. 

People can take part in the political process in lots of ways, including writing and 

signing petitions, taking part in a political protest or march, boycotting certain 

products, people or places, as well as participating in direct action. People in 

Britain have a long history of taking part in politics and have campaigned to have 

their voice heard for centuries. These protests have gained us many of the rights 

and freedoms we have today, and have helped to shape the country we live in.  
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The Chartists 
 

The Chartists were a group of people who 

campaigned for reform of the political 

system, and in 1848 they produced The 

People’s Charter. This charter had six 

demands.   

1. Universal male suffrage (votes for all 

men) 

2. Voting by secret ballot (the right to 

keep who you voted for secret) 

3. Abolition of property requirements for MPs (allowing any man to stand 

for election, even if he doesn’t own a lot of property) 

4. Giving MPs a wage (so people who didn’t earn a lot of money could afford 

to stand for election) 

5. Equal electoral districts (so everyone’s vote had the same power) 

6. Elections every year 

 

Thousands of ordinary people 

supported the People’s Charter, and 

campaigned hard to make it law. 

People showed their support of the 

charter in many different ways, 

including going to mass meetings, buying their newspaper The Northern Star, 

and writing poetry and songs. Whilst the Chartists were mostly focused on 

getting men the vote, many women were also involved, and helped to organise 

meetings and campaigns. 

FIGURE 1 - THIS WAS A MASS MEETING OF THE 

CHARTISTS 

FIGURE 2 - THE NORTHERN STAR NEWSPAPER FROM 

HTTP://WWW.CHARTISTS.NET/CHARTIST-ORGANISATIONS-
AND-NEWSPAPERS/NORTHERN-STAR-MOST-IMPORTANT-
OF-ALL-CHARTIST-PAPERS/ 
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Over time all of their demands, apart from having annual elections, were met. 

They changed the way our country is run, by giving people the power to make 

political decisions. All of this was done by ordinary people who came together 

to fight for their rights! 

 

Questions to Consider 
 

1. How did people show their support for the Chartists? 

2. How many of the Chartists demands were met? 

3. Why do you think the Chartists wanted every man to have the vote? 

4. Why do you think they wanted the right to a secret ballot? 
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Migrant women and the Suffragettes 
 

 

Even after the Chartists made their demands for 

political change, before 1928 (less than 100 years 

ago!) women still couldn’t vote on the same 

terms as men. People who campaigned to change 

this were called Suffragettes. They believed that 

women were equal to men so should have just as 

much say in how the country was run.  

 

 

Lots of different people took part in the campaign, including women who had 

migrated here from India. Amongst these women was an Indian Princess called 

Sophia Durleep Singh who became well known for her hard work campaigning 

for women’s right to vote. She joined the Women’s Tax Resistance League and 

refused to pay her taxes to the government until they allowed women to vote! 

They argued that they shouldn’t be made to pay money to the government if 

they didn’t allow them any say in how the country was run. When she was 

prosecuted over the tax debt, she famously said: 

“If I am not a fit person for the purpose of representation, why should I be a 

fit person for taxation?" 

This is just one example of how people who moved to Britain from other 

countries have helped to shape the country we live in today.  

Questions to Consider 
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1. Why did the women in the Women’s Tax Resistance League stop paying 

their taxes? 

2. Why did people believe women should be allowed to vote? 

3. What is Sophia Durleep Singh doing in the photograph of her? 
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Mary Barbour and the 1915 Glasgow Rent Strike 
 

 

Mary Barbour was a Glasgow resident, and during the time of the First World 

War, she led the people of Glasgow in a rent-strike. From 1912 to 1915 almost 

70,000 new people moved into Glasgow to work in shipyards and factories. 

However, only 2,000 new homes were built for them, meaning many people 

lived in cramped houses with too many people. Landlords decided to increase 

rents on these overcrowded homes, as people had no choice but to live there. If 

people couldn’t afford the rent, the landlords evicted them and made them 

homeless.  

Mary Barbour decided enough 

was enough and along with 

many other women, stopped 

paying rent in protest. When a 

bailiff came to evict people 

from their homes, the women 

would come running and 

throw rotting food and flour until the bailiff left and the people were allowed to 

stay. Soon, almost 20,000 people were on rent-strike! 

When people began to get prosecuted for not paying their rents, workers in the 

shipyards went on strike until the government dropped the charges. The Prime 

Minister Lloyd-George introduced a law called the Rent Restriction Act which 

made it illegal for landlords to charge more rent than they did when the war 

began.  

Mary Barbour and the other striking women stood up to the people in charge 

and demanded to be treated fairly. They all joined together to look out for one 
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another, and together, they beat the unfair landlords and even got a change in 

the law! 

 

Questions to Consider 
 

1. Why did the landlords increase rent? 

2. Why did the workers go on strike? 

3. Using your own words, how would you define a ‘rent strike’? 
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The Wales Window of Alabama 
 

 

Before the 1960s in America, black Americans did not 

have the same rights as white Americans. Despite slavery 

being abolished in 1865, the southern states still 

operated a system called segregation. This meant that 

black people were not allowed to use the same schools, 

parks, hospitals, buses, or any other public facility as 

white people. The Civil Rights Movement was a non-

violent movement of people who tried to get this system 

abolished, but some white people resisted. The Klu Klux 

Klan was set up, and they used violence to try and frighten those who 

campaigned for a change in the racist laws.  

On the 16th September 1963, the Klu Klux Klan bombed a church in Birmingham, 

Alabama, and killed four little girls who were 

at Sunday School. When the news reached a 

small town in Wales, the local people were 

so shocked and upset that they decided to 

do something to help the people of 

Birmingham, Alabama. A local artist called 

John Petts organised donations to replace 

the stained glass window in the bombed 

church. Many school children lined up to 

donate their pocket-money to the American 

church, and together, the whole community 

paid for a new window!  

FIGURE 4 - THIS IS A PICTURE OF THE WALES 

WINDOW OF ALABAMA. THE PICTURE REPRESENTS 

THE PUSHING OUT OF HATRED AND THE LETTING IN 

OF LOVE. THE CAPTION UNDERNEATH SAYS "GIVEN 

BY THE PEOPLE OF WALES" 

FIGURE 3 - THIS IS MARTIN 

LUTHER KING JR. WHO LED THE 

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 
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The Civil Rights Movement in America gave black people the vote, and ended 

the segregation laws. It was a movement based on non-violent action and 

thousands and thousands of ordinary people made their voices heard and 

demanded change. The Wales Window of Alabama is still there today, and 

reminds us of the part British women, men, and children played in helping the 

movement along! 

 

 

Questions to Consider 
 

1. What was ‘segregation’? 

2. Who was the leader of the Civil Rights Movement in America? 

3. Why do you think the Klu Klux Klan bombed the church? 

4. Why do you think John Petts and the people of Wales decided to help the 

church? 
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